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June 29, 2025
The Holy, Glorious Apostles Peter and Paul
Founders of the Holy Patriarchate of Antioch

PETER AND PAUL, FOUNDERS OF THE ANTIOCHIAN SEE

Peter and Paul—two apostles, two very different men—had very different beginnings, yet would
go on to become Jesus’s foremost apostles. Both men are fundamental to the history of the
Church, which celebrates them on June 29. Peter’s faith was the “stone” on which the Church
was built and led the flock of God; Paul was the most fervent
preacher of the Word, the first missionary in history. Both were
martyred in Rome during the persecutions ordered by Emperor
Nero against Christians.

Peter was the first to proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God
(Mt 16:16). A humble fisherman, he was one of Jesus's original
twelve apostles and led the early Christian movement after
Christ ascended into heaven. Paul, on the other hand, was a
Pharisee and a lawyer of the Mosaic law who participated in the
persecution of the early disciples of Jesus and witnessed the
stoning of the deacon Stephen. After receiving baptism from Ananias (Acts 9:1-19), Paul set out
to preach the risen Christ to the Gentiles.

Church tradition maintains that the See of Antioch was founded by Saint Peter in A.D. 34 . Peter
was either followed or joined by the Apostles Paul and Barnabas who preached there to both
Gentiles and to Jews. Historical records suggest that the apostles Peter and Paul travelled to
Antioch and then to Rome to preach the word of God. Just as Jewish Christianity originated in
Jerusalem, Gentile Christianity began in Antioch with Peter and Paul as its apostles. From
Antioch, missionaries planted churches throughout greater Syria, Asia Minor, the Caucasus
Mountains, and Mesopotamia. It was from Antioch that Paul and Barnabas departed for their
great missionary journeys to the Gentile lands (Acts 13:2-3).

" AND THE DISCIPLES WERE FIRST CALLED CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” (Acts 11:26)
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Pierre et Paul — deux apotres aux destins trés distincts. Tous deux ont eu des débuts trés
différents, mais deviennent les principaux ap6tres du Christ. Tous deux sont essentiels a |’histoire
de I'Eglise qui les célebre, le 29 juin. La foi de Pierre est la « pierre » sur laquelle I'Eglise a été
batie et qui a guidé le troupeau de Dieu, Paul, quant a lui, a été le prédicateur le plus fervent de la
Parole, le premier missionnaire de I'histoire. Tous deux sont martyrisés a Rome pendant les
persécutions ordonnées par I'empereur Néron contre les chrétiens.
Pierre est le premier a proclamer que Jésus est « /e Fils du Dieu vivant» (Mt 16, 16). Humble
pécheur, il est 'un des douze apoétres originels de Jésus, qui méene le mouvement chrétien
naissant aprés |I'ascension du Christ. Paul, quant a lui, est un pharisien et un défenseur de la loi
mosaique qui prend part a la persécution des premiers disciples de Jésus et qui est témoin de la
lapidation du diacre Etienne. Aprés avoir recu le baptéme d’Ananias (Actes 9, 1-19), il préche Le
Christ ressuscité aux Gentils.
Selon la tradition de I'Eglise, le siege d’Antioche est fondé par saint Pierre en 34 aprés J.-C. Pierre
est suivi ou joint par les ap6tres Paul et Barnabas qui annoncent la Bonne Nouvelle aux Gentils et
aux Juifs. Les archives historiques suggérent que les apbtres Pierre et Paul vont a Antioche, puis
a Rome, pour précher la parole de Dieu. Tout comme le christianisme juif nait a Jérusalem, le
christianisme paien voit le jour a Antioche avec Pierre et Paul. Depuis Antioche, des
missionnaires fondent des églises dans toute la Syrie, en Asie
Mineure, dans les montagnes du Caucase et en Mésopotamie.
C’est également depuis Antioche que Paul et Barnabas partent
pour leurs missions vers les terres paiennes (Actes 13, 2-3).
«C’EST A ANTIOCHE QUE, POUR LA PREMIERE FOIS, LES DISCIPLES
FURENT APPELES CHRETIENS.» (AcTES 11:26)
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His Eminence Archbishop of New York
The Most Reverend and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA : All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 332/2025
June 24, 2025

Beloved in Christ,

| greet you with a heavy heart as we continue what has otherwise been a
joyous time for me, leading our seminarians, recent seminary graduates, and
clergy on a pilgrimage through Jordan and Lebanon. This journey has allowed
them to deepen their roots and gain a richer understanding of the Patriarchate
of Antioch and Christianity in the Middle East.

Two days ago, for the first time, we celebrated the feast of the Sunday of All
Saints of Antioch, recalling the many martyrs and other great saints of our
ancient and Apostolic Church where “the Disciples were first called
Christians” (Acts 11:26). Sadly, in addition to the martyrs of history like Ignatius,
Barbara, Christina, Joseph of Damascus and the recently canonized father and
son priests Nicholas and Habib, new faithful were added whose blood will
nourish the soil of our Church, allowing it to grow and flourish in the days and
years to come. During the sacred and holy Divine Liturgy, there was a terrorist
attack on our church of the Prophet Elias in the suburb of Dweilaa in
Damascus, Syria. As of this letter, more than 25 people have been martyred,
and dozens more have been injured. This is the first such deliberate bombing of
a church in Syria since the start of the war in 2011.

Along with praying for the souls of the departed, the families of these new
martyrs for the Faith need our prayers and encouragement. With that in mind, |
ask that all our churches hold Paraklesis services in the coming days, asking
the Most-Holy Theotokos to comfort those who are suffering.

Continued...

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F
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At the same time, | am directing all our parishes to hold Trisagion Prayers of
Mercy this Sunday, June 29, for those who lost their lives in this cowardly act of
violence directed at people who were simply trying to pray and participate in the
Divine Liturgy.

Finally, this Sunday is especially significant, as it marks the feast of Saints Peter
and Paul, the patrons and protectors of our Holy See of Antioch. The successor
of these holy apostles is our Father in Christ, His Beatitude Patriarch John X. A
notable layman, Mr. Carol Saba, wrote a piece after the bombing which began,
“The Patriarch consoles everybody, but who consoles the Patriarch?” As the
successor of our patron saints, let us also pray for him, that he may continue to
lead the Church of Antioch through this difficult time.

Wishing you and your families peace, and asking for your continued prayers as

we continue our pilgrimage, | remain,

Your Father in Christ,

/S ol

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
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When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then
Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead
from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ,
Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul,
intercede with the Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the
Great Mercy.

As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor; healer of the infirm, champion of
kings; victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God; for our souls’
salvation.

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator
most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be
thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to
intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the
world. Alleluia.
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Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth.
The heavens show forth the glory of God.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
(11:21-12:9)

Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of—| am speaking as a fool—I also
dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am |.
Are they descendants of Abraham? So am |. Are they servants of Christ? | am a
better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more
imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times | have
received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times | have
been beaten with rods; once | was stoned. Three times | have been
shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys,
in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger
from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea,
danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night,
in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from
other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the
churches. Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is made to fall, and | am not
indignant? If | must boast, | will boast of the things that show my weakness. The
God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed forever, knows that | do
not lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of
Damascus in order to seize me, but | was let down in a basket through a window
in the wall, and escaped his hands. | must boast; there is nothing to be gained
by it, but | will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. | know a man in
Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in
the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows. And | know that this man
was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body | do not
know, God knows—and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not
utter. On behalf of this man | will boast, but on my own behalf | will not boast,
except of my weaknesses. Though if | wish to boast, | shall not be a fool, for |
shall be speaking the truth. But | refrain from it, so that no one may think more of
me than he sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated
by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three
times | besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but He said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” | will
all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.
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Que ta miséricorde, Seigneur, soit sur nous.
Exultez dans le Seigneur, vous les justes.

Lecture des actes des Apotres.

Fréres, J'ai honte de le dire, nous avons montré de la faiblesse. Cependant, tout ce que
peut oser quelqu'un, -je parle en insensé, -moi aussi, je lI'ose ! Sont-ils Hébreux ? Moi
aussi. Sont-ils Israélites ? Moi aussi. Sont-ils de la postérité d'Abraham ? Moi
aussi. Sont-ils ministres de Christ ? -Je parle en homme qui extravague. -Je le suis plus
encore : par les travaux, bien plus ; par les coups, bien plus ; par les emprisonnements,
bien plus. Souvent en danger de mort, cing fois j'ai recu des Juifs quarante coups
moins un, trois fois j'ai été battu de verges, une fois j'ai été lapidé, trois fois j'ai fait
naufrage, j'ai passé un jour et une nuit dans I'abime. Fréquemment en voyage, j'ai été
en péril sur les fleuves, en péril de la part des brigands, en péril de la part de ceux de
ma nation, en péril de la part des paiens, en péril dans les villes, en péril dans les
déserts, en péril sur la mer, en péril parmi les faux freres. J'ai été dans le travail et dans
la peine, exposé a de nombreuses veilles, a la faim et a la soif, a des jelnes multipliés,
au froid et a la nudité. Et, sans parler d'autres choses, je suis assiégé chaque jour par
les soucis que me donnent toutes les Eglises. Qui est faible, que je ne sois faible ? Qui
vient a tomber, que je ne brile ? S'il faut se glorifier, c'est de ma faiblesse que je me
glorifierai ! Dieu, qui est le Pére du Seigneur Jésus, et qui est béni éternellement, sait
que je ne mens point |... A Damas, le gouverneur du roi Arétas faisait garder la ville des
Damascéniens, pour se saisir de moi ; mais on me descendit par une fenétre, dans une
corbeille, le long de la muraille, et j'échappai de leurs mains. Il faut se glorifier... Cela
n'est pas bon. J'en viendrai néanmoins a des visions et a des révélations du Seigneur.

Je connais un homme en Christ, qui fut, il y a quatorze ans, ravi jusqu'au troisieéme ciel
(si ce fut dans son corps je ne sais, si ce fut hors de son corps je ne sais, Dieu le
sait). Et je sais que cet homme (si ce fut dans son corps ou sans son corps je ne sais,
Dieu le sait) fut enlevé dans le paradis, et qu'il entendit des paroles ineffables qu'il n'est
pas permis a un homme d'exprimer. Je me glorifierai d'un tel homme, mais de moi-
méme je ne me glorifierai pas, sinon de mes infirmités. Si je voulais me glorifier, je ne
serais pas un insensé, car je dirais la vérité ; mais je m'en abstiens, afin que personne
n'ait @ mon sujet une opinion supérieure a ce qu'il voit en moi ou a ce qu'il entend de
moi. Et pour que je ne sois pas enflé d'orgueil, & cause de l'excellence de ces
révélations, il m'a été mis une écharde dans la chair, un ange de Satan pour me
souffleter et m'empécher de m'enorgueillir. Trois fois j'ai prié le Seigneur de I'éloigner
de moi, et il m'a dit : Ma gréace te suffit, car ma puissance s'accomplit dans la faiblesse.
Je me glorifierai donc bien plus volontiers de mes faiblesses, afin que la puissance de
Christ repose sur moi.
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Join us and come to the Church to attend church services in person.
For the Live feed, please join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgemtl/live videos

Sunday 29 - Peter and Paul, the Holy Apostles
* 09:15 am Sunday Orthros
* 10:30 am Divine Liturgy

Tuesday 1
* The office will be closed for Canada Day

Thursday 3
* 06:00 pm St. George Social Club Gathering in the Fellowship Hall

Thursday 3—Sunday 6
+ Parish Life Conference at St. Mary’s Church —Mississauga, Ontario

Saturday 5
* 02:00 pm Arabic classes

Sunday 6 - 4th Sunday of Matthew
* 09:15 am Sunday Orthros
* 10:30 am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 9
* 09:00 am Divine Liturgy for Summer Day Camp.

Saturday 12
* 02:00 pm Arabic classes
04:00 pm Mother’'s Group Gathering in the Youth Center
06:00 pm Young Adults Meeting
06:30 pm Vespers

*

*

*

Sunday 13 - Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical Council
* 09:15 am Sunday Orthros
* 10:30 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, June 29 2025 saintgeorgemontreal.org 10
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For the Orthodox Servants of God:

Youssef Salib; Lucy Ayoub; Elizabeth Gavril; Christine Maria;
Lorraine Bishara; Claude Maalouf Farah; JP; Julie Grillakis; Julie;
Sophia Jabbour; George Khairallah; Robert, Jessica & Anthony
Shadeed; Elie Doro; Mary Aboud; Josée Bernaquez;
Gaby, Nada & Nicolas Mouacdié; Josephine Soury; Fouad.

Happy Birthday to our beloved Abouna Joseph,
God grant you many years!

Nabil; Emile; Souliman; Simon; Abdallah, Amal; Milad; Razzouk; Farid; Peter
Georgios; Mariam; Susan; Julia; Metanios; Maen; Anas; Laurance; Anjie

Archimandrite Nicolas Yasmine
Jackie Turenne Richer (Newly departed)
George Bassett (7days); Michel Soury; Charles Soury;
Michel Alexandre Soury; Antoine Soury; Naim Fattouh

The Bassett family on the loss of George,
who fell asleep in the Lord on June 22”", in Prince Edward Island

Charlie Catherine Malek & Thomas John Malek,
Children of Sammy Malek & Katerine Rowan

Ibrahim Balikcioglu & Rebecca Rahmi Turoche on the baptisms of their
Children Olivia & Adriana yesterday
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
(16:13—-19)

At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked
His Disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of man is?” And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father Who is in Heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock | will build my Church, and the gates of hades shall not prevail
against it. | will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in Heaven.”
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Lecture de I'Evangile selon saint Matthieu

En ce temps-la, Jésus, étant arrivé dans le territoire de Césarée de Philippe,
demanda a ses disciples : « Qui dit-on que je suis, moi, le Fils de I'nomme ? »
lls répondirent : « Les uns disent que tu es Jean Baptiste ; les autres, Elie ; les
autres, Jérémie, ou I'un des prophétes. » « Et vous, leur dit-il, qui dites-vous
que je suis ? » Simon Pierre répondit : « Tu es le Christ, le Fils du Dieu
vivant. » Jésus, reprenant la parole, lui dit : « Tu es heureux, Simon, fils de
Jonas ; car ce ne sont pas la chair et le sang qui t'ont révélé cela, mais c'est
mon Pére qui est dans les cieux. Et moi, je te dis que tu es Pierre, et que sur
cette pierre je batirai mon Eglise, et que les portes du séjour des morts ne
prévaudront point contre elle. Je te donnerai les clefs du royaume des cieux :
ce que tu lieras sur la terre sera lié dans les cieux, et ce que tu délieras sur la
terre sera délié dans les cieux. »

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these."

Matthew 19:14
CONGRATULATIONS TO

Olivia Marie & Adriana Sara Balikcioglu,
daughters of Ibrahim Balikcioglu & Rebecca Rahmi Turoche
for their baptisms on Saturday, June 28" 2025 at 3:30 pm
&

Charlie Catherine & Thomas John Malek,
children of Sammy Malek & Katerine Rowan
for their baptisms on Sunday, June 29", 2025 at 1:30 p.m.

The Youth Ministry of St. George Montreal is proud to welcome you to its family and
wishes you innumerable discoveries with “My First Handy Bible”
because it is never too early to learn the Word of God!
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On June 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the holy, glorious, all-
laudable and foremost of the Apostles, Peter and Paul.

Peter, who preached the Cross, died by crucifixion;
And Paul by the sword’s cutting, who cut down error.
On the twenty-ninth Peter suffered the Cross and Paul the sword.

Together, they are the patrons and protectors of the Patriarchate of Antioch. Peter was
the son of Jonah and the brother of Andrew, the First-called. He was of the Tribe of
Simeon from the town of Bethsaida. He was a fisherman and, at first, was called Simon
but the Lord was pleased to call him Cephas or Peter: “And when Jesus beheld him, He
said, ‘Thou art Simon the son of Jonah; thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by
interpretation, a rock” (John 1:42). He was the first of the disciples to clearly express
faith in the Lord Jesus saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew
16:16). His love for the Lord was great and his faith in the Lord gradually strengthened.
When the Lord was brought to trial, Peter denied Him three times but after only one
glance into the face of the Lord, Peter’s soul was filled with shame and repentance. After
the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter became a fearless and powerful preacher of the
Gospel. Peter worked many powerful miracles; he healed the sick, resurrected the dead;
the sick were healed even from his shadow. By order of the evil Emperor Nero, Peter
was condemned to death in 64 A.D. Installing Linus as Bishop of Rome, counseling and
comforting the flock of Christ, Peter proceeded joyfully to his death. Seeing the cross
before him, he begged his executioners to crucify him upside down for he considered
himself unworthy to die as did his Lord. Thus the great servant of the Great Lord
reposed and received the wreath of eternal glory.

Paul was born in Tarsus of the tribe of Benjamin. At first, he was called Saul, studied
under Gamaliel, was a Pharisee and a persecutor of Christianity. He was miraculously
converted to the Christian Faith by the Lord Himself Who appeared to him on the road to
Damascus. “Suddenly, a light from heaven flashed about him. And Saul fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” And
he said, “Who art Thou, Lord?” And He said, “l am Jesus, Whom you are
persecuting” (Acts 9:3-5). Saul was blinded, but regained his sight when he was
baptized by the Apostle Ananias. Then he was called Paul and numbered in the service
of the great apostles. With a fiery zeal, Paul preached the Gospel everywhere from the
borders of Arabia to Spain, among the Jews and among the Gentiles. As horrible as his
sufferings were, so much more was his superhuman patience. Throughout all the years
of his preaching Paul, from day to day, hung as one on a weak thread between life and
death. Since he fulfilled all days and nights with labor and suffering for Christ, since he
organized the Church in many places and since he attained such a degree of perfection
he was able to say: “It is now no longer | that live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians
2:20). Paul was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Emperor Nero at the same time
as the Apostle Peter .

By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgeMtl/

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
Rénovations @* WITHIN YOUR COMMUNITY

4.C.Zons :. Advertise your business in our
26 Ave Quintal, Laval QC_H7N4V4 weekly bulletin and benefit from:

renovations4czons@gmail.com
ilal = ~ TN TN
ENEANSESAIDIDNE || o i to  bulletin distributed  to

(S14)19985956 approximately 200 people per
week.

PROJECT MANAGER - ENTREPRENEUR GENERAL
RBQ # 5842-3856-01

OUR GRATITUDE FOR ENTRUSTING OUR PROFESSIONAL TEAM IN ALL
RENOVATION FIELDS TO MAKE YOUR REMODELING DREAM COME TRUE:

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Cabinet Cuisine
Excavation - French Drain - Sump Pump
Basement - Sous-Sol - Walls & Drywall
Roofing & Shingles - Toit & Bardeau
Plumbing - Heat Tank — Plomberie
Electricity - Thermopomp
Pavés Unis — Asphalt
Flooring - Plancher
Painting & Plastering
Maconnerie - Brick — Siding
Exterior - Deck - Cazebo - Cabanon

Emails sent to the full parish,
1,200 + families

Published on the website to
700 + monthly visitors.

For more information, email us
at:

info@saintgeorgemontreal.org

& SIMARD

Plus loin  Even further

=
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Buy, Sell, ' m
Rent & Invest

Making complicated, simple.

Membership

Donations Acheter, Vendre,

Louer & Investir

go.saintgeorgemontreal.org/donate Rendre le compliqué simple.

@ SMART STREAM

Résidentiel et commercial
Commercial & Residential

d Systémes d'irrigation/Irrigation Systems ROBERT BOUTROS

Qounier Immobilier Résidentiel,
Equipe Sarah Black Immobilier \ /

DANNY ALFONSI |eaiiess
rboutros@mmontreal.com
Tel: 514.898.6210

danny@smartstream.ca
TSR |M IMMOBILIER  Leading S5

d Eclairage extérieur/Outdoor Lighting

Faites confiance a votre courtier qui répond a vos
besoins d’assurance.

Firas Radwan

Courtier en assurance de dommages

Habitation-Automobile-Entreprises

" NOS PRODUITS SONT MAINTENANT
. DISPONIBLES ENLIGNE

y

Cell: (514) 991-9070
Fax: (450) 965-8008
f.radwaninsurance@gmail.com

WWW.MONTREALNUTFACTORY.COM
514.388.2214
9360 RUE CHARLES-DE-LATOUR, MONTREAL, QC H4N 1M2

LASSURANCE INC.
255 Boul De Gaulle, Lorraine, QC, J6Z 4H1
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Jason Rahal Group
RBC Dominion Securities
www.jasonrahal.com

FPRTITVATE
MY ESTMINT
MASAGLEMENT

Wealth Management
rarminion Sccuritics

rides inc® and Royal Bank of Ca
L Dominion Securides inc. is a membe
al Bank of Canada. Wsed under Boernc
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REV. FR. NICHOLAS KASSAB’S ORDINATION

Fr. Nicholas Kassab was born on December 2, 1990, in Damascus, Syria. He and
his family immigrated to Montreal in 2003, became Canadian citizens in 2007, and
later returned to Syria, where he completed his secondary and undergraduate
studies. In 2016, he earned a Bachelor's degree in Arts and Human Sciences,
specializing in Archaeology from Damascus University.

After returning to Canada, Fr. Nicholas began graduate studies in archaeology at the
University of Montreal. However, a deeper calling to serve Christ and His Church led
him to pursue theological studies. In 2018, he enrolled at St. Vladimir's Orthodox
Theological Seminary in New York, where he completed a Master of Divinity degree.
He later earned a Diploma of Specialized Graduate Studies (D.E.S.S.) in Spirituality
and Health from the University of Montreal.

He was ordained to the Holy Diaconate in November 2024 at St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church in Montreal, Quebec, and to the Holy Priesthood on June 21, 2025,
at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church in Norwood, Boston.

Fr. Nicholas is inspired by Christ’s words to Simon Peter: “Do you love Me? Feed My
sheep.” (John 21:17) and by the Psalmist’s desire: “That | may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life” (Psalm 26:4). His vocation is shaped by a longing to
dedicate his life fully to God and to seek what is eternal.
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