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July 6, 2025
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost & Fourth Sunday of Matthew
Righteous Father Sisoés the Great of Egypt;
Apostles Archippos, Philemon and Onesimos of the Seventy
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His Eminence Metropolitan SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan
of all North America

His Grace Bishop ALEXANDER
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Ottawa,
Eastern Canada and Upstate New York

V. Rev. Dr. Joseph Purpura, Pastor
Logssy <asje> 3
frioseph @saintgeorgemontreal.org

Rev. Fr. Gabriel Abdel Nour,

ool sue Juamle 3

Assistant Pastor,

frgabriel @saintgeorgemontreal.org

Rev. Fr. Nicholas Kassab, Attached
ol da5 LY

Philip Genest, Nicolas Bayouk &
Christian Kishfy, Sub-Deacons

Carol Jazzar, President of the Parish Council
president @saintgeorgemontreal.org

Elie Mallouk Vice-President
Gregory Ayoup Treasurer
Tamara Karawi Secretary

Samer Al Laham, Kim Awada, Laura
Habib, Fares Maalouly, Nick Maliha,
Cynthia Mégélas

Fr Joseph Purpura, Pastor
Alan Rossy, /mmediate Past President

Viviane Gédéon, Office Administrator,
info @saintgeorgemontreal.org
Arranging sacraments  (baptisms,

dues and donations; hall reservations.

weddings,
funerals); home and hospital visits; membership,

CHOIRS:

ST. GEORGE CHOIR

ST. GEORGE CHILDREN’S CHOIR

St. GEORGE BYZANTINE YOUTH CHOIR
Bronwyn Schuman, Choir Director,
choir@saintgeorgemontreal.org

CHANTERS: .

Georges Fattouh, First Chanter,
Nagy Helal

Johana Tannous

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN:
Linda Alexander, President, abralinann @yahoo.ca

TEEN SOYO:
George Louca, President,
soyo @saintgeorgemontreal.org

YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY (YAM):
George Khouri, President,
YAM@saintgeorgemontreal.org

CHURCH SCHOOL:
Rouba Khouri, roubak @saintgeorgemontreal.org

ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH:
Carol Jazzar, president @saintgeorgemontreal.org

LE CERCLE ST. GEORGE: = .

Hedy Ephtimios, hedy.ephtimios @gmail.com
Magda Naim, magdanaim756@gmail.com
Barbara Meimari, barbie.meimari@gmail.com

ST. GEORGE SOCIAL CLUB:
Nick Maliha, Coordinator, nick.maliha @gmail.com

ARABIC BIBLE FELLOWSHIP:
Nick Maliha, Coordinator, nick.maliha @gmail.com

WEST ISLAND BIBLE STUDY (English):
Diane Nemer, Coordinator, remenenaid @videotron.ca

LEGACY & TRINITY FUNDS:
Peter Auger, Chairman,
peterlegacy @saintgeorgemontreal.org

COMMUNITY CARE & COMFORT:
Carolyn Zigayer, caroa/)/n @freedin.ca
Kim Awada, kimawada @gmail.com

ICON STUDIO:
Virginie Desjardins, virginieicones @gmail.com
Icon Classes Available upon Registration

MOTHER’S GROUP:
Kh. Kathleen Purpura, Kathleen @orthodoxyouth.com

MEN’'S BROTHERHOOD GROUP:
lon Materinca,
mensbrotherhood @saintgeorgemontreal.org

Hayat Kassab,
Youth and Mentoring
Director, youth @saintgeorgemontreal.org

Monday - Friday
from 8:00 am—4:00 pm
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His Eminence Archbishop of New York
The Most Reverend and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA iy All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 344/2025
July 1, 2025

Beloved in Christ,

| pray you had a blessed celebration of the patrons and protectors of our Holy
See of Antioch, Saints Peter and Paul. Our group of pilgrims was blessed to
celebrate this important occasion in our spiritual home this year at the
Patriarchal Monastery of Balamand, Lebanon.

Since the terrorist bombing of our Prophet Elias Church in Dweilaa, Damascus,
Syria a week ago, we have received many inquiries from people and
organizations asking how they can help the survivors and the families of those
who lost their lives.

We have set up a special charitable account at the Archdiocese Headquarters
for this purpose. All the proceeds will be forwarded to His Beatitude Patriarch
John X for distribution to the survivors and families. Needless to say, after this
traumatic and life-changing event, they need counseling, medical help and the
basic necessities of life as they will not be able to function for some time.

In many cases, the families who lost their loved ones lost their main financial
providers. Others will need long-term financial support as they have sustained
the loss of bodily parts, making them permanent dependents unable to work to
sustain their families.

Continued...

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F
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Here is how you can donate to help the survivors and surviving family members:

e Online through the “2025 Prophet Elias Church of Damascus, Syria Relief
Fund.”

o By check, either personally or through your parish that will, in turn, send
the collected funds to the Archdiocese Headquarters, P.O. Box 5238,
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238. Make checks payable to the Antiochian
Archdiocese with “Prophet Elias Church Relief Fund” in the memo. (For tax
receipt purpose, please make the checks payable to St. George Orthodox
Church and earmarked Prophet Elias Church Relief Fund” or call the
Church office 514 276-8533 ext. 200)

Thank you for helping to alleviate the suffering of our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Wishing you God’s every blessing, | remain,

Your Father in Christ,

/S ol

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F
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On the Interpretation of the Holy Bible, Part Four
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

| received several questions seeking clarification on what is meant by contemporary
and new approaches to the Bible. | will try to answer by drawing on the words of
Metropolitan Kallistos Ware [published in an interview with Mr. Kyriakos Markides in his
book Gifts of the Desert, chapter eight, "Converted" on pages 160-163].

The modern mind, stemming from its scientific rigor and analytical capabilities on the
one hand, and the advancements in sciences as mentioned earlier! on the other,
raises questions that were not previously posed with such intensity in the past. Among
these questions are: How did the event happen? What exactly occurred? What explains
the similarities between some stories, especially in the Old Testament, and the literary
and cultural discoveries of ancient Babylonian, Assyrian, and other civilizations?

Using the language of the era in which we live to convey the Christian message is
natural and indispensable. This is not an innovation or a deviation from the norm.
However, when we preach ideas that contradict our faith and do not align with "the faith
once for all delivered to the saints" (Jude 1:3), we fall into heresy. The matter is
extremely delicate.

Let us start with the Gospel, where we find that all the parables of the Lord Jesus were
agricultural, stemming from the cultural reality of Palestine at that time. He spoke of the
mustard seed, the sower, and the shepherd, among others, because these were the
language of the environment in which He lived, and these parables were understood by
the people He addressed and sought to save at that time and place.

We are compelled to explain the historical context of the text to prepare for entering its
meaning and intent. For example, today, we must explain the agricultural practices in
the Middle East during the time of Christ's message before interpreting the parable of
the sower. This helps people understand how seeds fell on rocky paths, among thorns,
and on fertile soil.

Using earthly sciences as auxiliary tools in conveying the message is not new. This
approach was adopted by the Apostle Paul when he preached Christ to the people of
Athens. He began from their religious reality, which he observed in Athens (the altar to
the unknown god), and cited some of their Greek poets: "For in Him we live and move
and have our being" (Acts 17:28), to bring them closer to what he wanted to preach.

Continued...
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Returning to the first question, we previously mentioned challenges to faith brought
about by history, archaeology, and scientific advancement concerning many biblical
texts, especially in the Old Testament. These challenges did not exist before the 18th
century. These challenges compel the Church to engage in dialogue and provide
faithful responses. As long as we believe in the active and living presence of the Holy
Spirit in the Church, we must believe in its continuous creativity and inspiration,
enabling the Church to continue its mission to save the world.

It must be noted that that the critical approach to studying the Bible is not a single
school; its methods of interpretation vary greatly. Metropolitan Kallistos states:

As for the critical approach to studying the Bible, it must first be noted that the critical
approach is not a single school; its methods of interpretation vary greatly. Metropolitan
Kallistos states:

“God has given us a reasoning brain. And we should use this gift to the full.
Therefore, the critical study of the New Testament, using all the resources of
scholarship, is something that we Orthodox should approve. We do not serve
Christ, who is the Truth, by simply shutting our ears and eyes and refusing to
listen or look. So, there is certainly a place for the critical study of the Bible. We
Orthodox may not always agree with the conclusions of the liberal theologians,
but we do affirm the principle of free inquiry. Second, we Orthodox in our
approach to the Bible are not adopting exactly the viewpoint of Protestants
fundamentalist. Like them, we believe that the Bible is true. But we do not
isolate each sentence, each word on its own. We look at the total message of
the Bible. This has always been the Orthodox principle of scriptural
interpretation: that we take the Bible as a whole and we understand one part of
the Bible in the light of another. So, we do not isolate texts in the way some
fundamentalists do. | would go further than that. We also need to say that there
are many ways of expressing truth and that literal truth of a worldly factual type
is not the only kind of truth.

"The true understanding of the scripture comes not just through historical inquiry about
biblical origins, but through seeing how scripture has been lived and understood in the
Church. This is the difficulty of the historical-critical approach, that it isolates the
reasoning brain and is carried out in the scholars study, whereas the true
understanding of scripture comes through the total person, and we have many other
ways of understanding as well as the reasoning brain. It comes not through sitting
alone in a library, reading books.
Continued...
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It comes also, and much more fundamentally, through worship, through sharing the
life of the community, through praying together - praying with our understanding but
also with our heart, which is something far deeper than just the emotions or reasoning
brain. And so, the true understanding of scripture comes through participation in the
worshiping life of the Church. The true interpreters of scripture are not so much the
learned scholars, though we should listen to them. The true interpreters of scripture
are the saints

"There is a tendency to isolate the letter of scripture. But to truly understand scripture
we have to understand it liturgically and experientially: through the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy, through participation in the sacraments, through the preaching of the
Church, through the lives of its spiritual fathers and mothers. All of this forms part of
the total richness of the Church. This is the context we have for understanding
scripture. We allow full scope to the witness of the saints. Let us remember what was
said by a great Serbian bishop Nikolai Velimirovic, who is already regarded as a saint
by the Serbian Church. He said: ‘The opinions of the scholars may be marvelously
clever and yet they may be completely wrong. Whereas,” he added, ‘the words of the
saints are often simple but always right.’

“We should not reject scholarship, but as | pointed out, we should recognize that
alongside the use of reasoning brain, the dianoia, the truth is apprehended more
profoundly through prayer, through a life of holiness, a life of living compassion. The
true understanding of the Bible comes through God's revelation on this level to the
heart, to the nous, to the spiritual vision, not just to the discursive reason.”
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Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty
act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the
first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades,
granting the world the Great Mercy.

As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor; healer of the infirm, champion
of kings; victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God; for our
souls’ salvation.

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou
who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
Clap your hands all ye peoples.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (6:18-23)

Brethren, having been set free from sin, you have become slaves of
righteousness. | am speaking in human terms, because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once yielded your members to impurity and to greater
and greater iniquity, so now yield your members to righteousness for
sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. But then what return did you get from the things of which you are
now ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have been
set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you get is
sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Join us and come to the Church to attend church services in person.
For the Live feed, please join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgemtl/live videos

Sunday 6 - 4th Sunday of Matthew
+ 09:15 am Sunday Orthros
*+ 10:30 am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 9
+ 09:00 am Divine Liturgy for Summer Day Camp.

Friday 11
+ 06:30 pm Vespers for Saint Paisios

Saturday 12
* 02:00 pm Arabic classes
* 04:00 pm Mother’s Group Gathering in the Youth Center
* 06:00 pm Young Adults Meeting
* 06:30 pm Vespers
* 07:30 pm Arabic Bible Study

Sunday 13 - Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical Council
+ 09:15 am Sunday Orthros
*+ 10:30 am Divine Liturgy

Monday 14
+ 06:30 pm Vespers for St. Nicholas & Habib Khaché

Wednesday 16
* 09:00 am Divine Liturgy for Summer Day Camp.

Saturday 19
* 02:00 pm Arabic classes
* 06:00 pm Young Adults Meeting
* 06:30 pm Vespers

Sunday 20 - 6th Sunday of Matthew
+ 09:15 am Sunday Orthros
*+ 10:30 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, July 6 2025 saintgeorgemontreal.org 10
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For the Orthodox Servants of God:

Sami Odeh; Youssef Salib; Lucy Ayoub; Elizabeth Gavril;
Christine Maria; Lorraine Bishara; Claude Maalouf Farah; JP;
Julie Grillakis; Julie; Sophia Jabbour; George Khairallah;
Robert, Jessica & Anthony; Shadeed; Elie Doro;

Mary Aboud; Josée Bernaquez;

Gaby, Nada & Nicolas Mouacdié;

Josephine Soury; Fouad.

Claude Maalouf Farah (Newly departed)

Huguette Gebeily (40 days)

The Maalouf, Farah & Issid families on the loss of Claude,
who fell asleep in the Lord in Lebanon on June 30"

Kanan Bachour, son of Samer Bachour & Mai Chamas to
Renée Abboud, daughter of the late Elias Abboud & Dima Oska
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Que ta miséricorde, Seigneur, soit sur nous.
Exultez dans le Seigneur, vous les justes.

Lecture de I'épitre du saint ap6tre Paul aux Romains.

Fréres, ayant été affranchis du péché, vous étes devenus esclaves de la justice.
- Je parle a la maniére des hommes, a cause de la faiblesse de votre chair. - De
méme, donc, que vous avez livré vos membres comme esclaves a l'impureté et
a l'iniquité, pour arriver a l'iniquité, ainsi maintenant livrez vos membres comme
esclaves a la justice, pour arriver a la sainteté. Car, lorsque vous étiez esclaves
du péché, vous étiez libres a I'égard de la justice.

Quels fruits portiez-vous alors ? Des fruits dont vous rougissez aujourd'hui. Car
la fin de ces choses, c'est la mort. Mais maintenant, étant affranchis du péché et
devenus esclaves de Dieu, vous avez pour fruit la sainteté et pour fin la vie
éternelle. Car le salaire du péché, c'est la mort ; mais le don gratuit de Dieu,
c'est la vie éternelle en Jésus Christ notre Seigneur.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (8:5- 13)

At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him,
beseeching Him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in
terrible distress.” And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” But the
centurion answered Him, “Lord, | am not worthy to have you come under my
roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. For | am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me; and | say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes,
and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and he does
it.” When Jesus heard him, He marveled, and said to those who followed him,
“Truly, | say to you, not even in Israel have | found such faith. | tell you, many
will come from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in
the Kingdom of Heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the
outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” And to the
centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as you have believed.” And the
servant was healed at that very moment.
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Lecture de I'Evangile selon saint Matthieu

En ce temps-la, Comme Jésus entrait dans Capharnaiim, un centurion l'aborda,
le priant et disant : « Seigneur, mon serviteur est couché a la maison, atteint de
paralysie et souffrant beaucoup. » Jésus lui dit : « J'irai, et je le guérirai ». Le
centurion répondit : « Seigneur, je ne suis pas digne que tu entres sous mon
toit ; mais dis seulement un mot, et mon serviteur sera guéri. Car, moi qui suis
soumis a des supérieurs, j'ai des soldats sous mes ordres ; et je dis a l'un :
“Va!” etil va ; a l'autre : “Viens !” et il vient ; et a mon serviteur : “Fais cela !” et
il le fait. » Aprés l'avoir entendu, Jésus fut dans I'étonnement, et il dit a ceux qui
le suivaient : « Je vous le dis en vériteé, méme en Israél je n'ai pas trouvé une
aussi grande foi. Or, je vous déclare que plusieurs viendront de l'orient et de
l'occident, et seront a table avec Abraham, Isaac et Jacob, dans le royaume des
cieux. Mais les fils du royaume seront jetés dans les ténébres du dehors, ou il y
aura des pleurs et des grincements de dents. » Puis Jésus dit au centurion :
« Va, qu'il te soit fait selon ta foi ». Et a I'hneure méme le serviteur fut guéri.
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On July 6 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our Righteous
Father Sisoés the Great of Egypt.

When he died, this was written upon the tablet: Sisoés,
the tablet of the Divine Spirit.
On the sixth, Sisoés went blameless from earth to Heaven.

Sisoés was a disciple of St. Anthony the Great. Imposing difficult ascetic labors
on himself in the wilderness for 60 years, Sisoés humbled himself so much that
he became meek and guileless as a lamb. God endowed Sisoés with abundant
grace so that he was able to heal the sick, drive out unclean spirits and
resurrect the dead. Sisoés taught those who visited him: “Regardless in what
way temptation comes to man, a man should give himself to the will of God and
to recognize that temptation occurred because of his sins. If something good
happens, it should be said that it happened according to God's Providence.”
Sisoés died peacefully in extreme old age in 429.

On this day, we also commemorate the Apostles Archippos, Philemon and
Onesimos of the Seventy. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ our God,
have mercy on us. Amen.

CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE

At St. Genevieve Cemetery
20176, boulevard Gouin Ouest
Pierrefonds, Quebec, HIK 1G4

;Samir El Kary, a St. George
“ Parishioner, wants to sell a plot
that he bought at St. Genevieve cemetery a while ago. The
plot is for 2 caskets and 6 urns.

If you are interested, please contact Samir at 514 229-0054

Sunday, July 6 2025 saintgeorgemontreal.org 14
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https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgeMtl/

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
Rénovations @e WITHIN YOUR COMMUNITY

4.C.Zons . Advertise your business in our
26 Ave Quintal, Laval QC H7N4V4 weekly bulletin and benefit from:

renovations4czons@gmail.com

S S

EINANSSSANVIDNES | .  printed bulletin distributed to
(S14)F998=5956) approximately 200 people per

week.

PROJECT MANAGER - ENTREPRENEUR GENERAL
RBQ # 5842-3856-01

OUR GRATITUDE FOR ENTRUSTING OUR PROFESSIONAL TEAM IN ALL
RENOVATION FIELDS TO MAKE YOUR REMODELING DREAM COME TRUE:

« Emails sent to the full parish,
1,200 + families

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Cabinet Cuisine
Excavation - French Drain - Sump Pump
Basement - Sous-Sol - Walls & Drywall
Roofing & Shingles - Toit & Bardeau
Plumbing - Heat Tank — Plomberie
Electricity - Thermopomp
Pavés Unis — Asphalt
Flooring - Plancher
Painting & Plastering
Magonnerie - Brick — Siding
Exterior - Deck - Cazebo - Cabanon

« Published on the website to
800 + monthly visitors.

For more information, email us
at:

info@saintgeorgemontreal.org

SIMARD

Plus loin  Even further
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Membership
Donations

go.saintgeorgemontreal.org/donate

@ SMART STREAM

Résidentiel et commercial
Commercial & Residential

4 systémes d'irrigation/Irrigation Systems
d Eclairage extérieur/Outdoor Lighting

DANNY ALFONSI

Tel: 514.898.6210
da nny@smartstream.ca
smartstream.ca

Faites confiance a votre courtier qui répond a vos
besoins d’assurance.

Firas Radwan

Courtier en assurance de dommages

Habitation-Automobile-Entreprises

Cell: (514) 991-9070
Fax: (450) 965-8008
f.radwaninsurance@gmail.com

LASSURANCE INC.
255 Boul De Gaulle, Lorraine, QC, 16Z 4H1

Sunday, July 6 2025

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
WITHIN YOUR COMMUNITY

Advertise your business in our
weekly bulletin and benefit from:

Printed bulletin distributed to
approximately 200 people per week.

Emails sent to the full parish,
1,200 + families

Published on the website to
700 + monthly visitors.

For more information, email us at:
info@saintgeorgemontreal.org

or
peter@cmtextiles.com

WWW.MONTREALNUTFACTORY.COM

514.388.2214
9360 RUE CHARLES-DE-LATOUR, MONTREAL, QC H4N 1M2
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Jason Rahal Group
RBC Dominion Securities
www.jasonrahal.com

FPRTITVATE
MY ESTMINT
MASAGLEMENT

Wealth Management
rarminion Sccuritics

rides inc® and Royal Bank of Ca
L Dominion Securides inc. is a membe
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THE PARISH GATHERED FOR A BEAUTIFUL DINNER
HONORING FR. NICHOLAS KASSAB’S ORDINATION TO THE
PRIESTHOOD, WITH HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL WHO
WORKED TIRELESSLY TO PREPARE AND ORGANIZE THE
EVENT, AND A JOYFUL SURPRISE AS WE ALSO CELEBRATED
THE BIRTHDAY OF OUR BELOVED PASTOR, FR. JOSEPH.
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