When a Child is born into our Orthodox Church
Community
By V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura
When we are blessed with a new life, when parents participate in the very divine act of giving
life, literally participating in God’s creation, there are many blessings and prayers prescribed by
the Church for mother and child.

On the first day of life, the prayers by the

priest for the mother and child state, “We
give thanks to thee, for thou have been wellpleased even now to bring to birth into the
world a human being from thy servants (the
name of the mother) and (the name of the
father); we pray of thee, O lord our God, to
bless this baby here present….” Please call
the Church office so the priest
may come either to the hospital
or home to bless mother and
child on their first day of new
life.

On the eighth day the formal

prayers of naming a child take
place. As Adam in paradise
named every animal in the
world, parents are given the
blessing of naming their child.
The eighth day in the Church is
known as the 1st day of the new Creation,
typically referring to Sunday, the day of
Resurrection – since Sunday in the Old
Testament was known as the 1st day and
Saturday as the seventh day – Sunday the day
of Resurrection – Pascha itself is referred to
as the eighth day – the new day of creation
following Christ’s Resurrection. It is on this
eighth day that the Church formally names
the Child who is nearing his day of Baptism
and becoming part of and a member of the

Kingdom of God, through Jesus Christ. The
prayers of naming state, “O Lord our God, we
pray thee and beseech thee, let the light of thy
countenance be signed upon thy servant,
(name given to the child), and let thy cross of
thin only-begotten Son be signed in his (her)
heart and thoughts… And grant, O Lord, that
thy holy Name may remain not denied on him
(her), as he (she) is united in
due time to thy holy Church and
perfected through the fearful
mysteries of thy Christ…”.

The 40

th

day Churching, just as
our Lord was brought to the
temple on the 40th day, we
likewise bring our children to
offer them to God in His
temple. We offer the child and
present him to God’s love, to
His protection. A promise to
baptize this child is made this
day, “In due time he/she will receive Holy
Illumination….” On the 40th day or the
Sunday closest to the 40th day the mother and
father bring their child to the Church where
the priest reads the prayers for the mother and
child and the child is formally presented to
the Church community and to God in His
temple and in the Sanctuary. This service of
Churching states, “O Lord, God Almighty,
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
fashioned all nature, both rational and

irrational, through thy Word and has brought
all things from non-being into being, we pray
thee and beseech thee save this thy
handmaiden (the name of the mother) by thy
will… And bless this child born of her,
increase, sanctify, grant understanding,
bestow wisdom, and a good frame of
mind…” (from the Churching service)
Please note that Churching Service is not
normally done during the Divine Liturgy and
in fact the notes for the service say that it is
not to be done during the Divine Liturgy. In
our parish we do the service of Churching
just before the Divine Liturgy begins, so that
the mother may be present for the entire
Divine Liturgy and partake of communion on
that day.

Baptism:

Baptism takes place in our
tradition anytime following the 40-day
Churching. Baptism is initiation into the
Orthodox Faith. We state in this service that
the child when immersed into the Baptismal
waters, dies to the old and fallen Adam and
rises in Christ who is the new Adam, the new
man. It is on this day that we say this child
becomes an heir of the Kingdom of God, a
son or daughter of the Light – a son or
daughter of God, through Baptism and
through Jesus Christ, “AS many as have been
Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.”
(From the service of Baptism)

Chrismation

(confirmation):
In the
Orthodox Church Chrismation, the sealing of
reception of the Holy Spirit immediately
follows the Baptism and immersion into the
Baptismal font. The priest anoints the child
with Holy Myron and says each time, “Seal
of the gift of the Holy Spirit,” as the child
receives Holy Chrismation and the gift of the
Holy Spirit Himself.

First Communion: is granted to the child

immediately following Baptism and
Chrismation all in the same service. The
child of God receives, “The Body and Blood
of Christ.”
The newly Baptized and
Chrismated child, who now received Christ
Himself in Holy Communion, is now as fully
a member of the Church as you and me.
The tradition of the Church is that the
godparents, in addition to their day of
baptism, also bring the newly Baptized child
to communion on the following Sunday from
Baptism as well for communion and
thereafter their parents bring them. The
tradition is that the newly Baptized child is
the first in line for Communion on the Sunday
following Baptism.
We encourage all our parents to avail
themselves of the prayers and blessings of the
priests of the Orthodox Church for their
children. We encourage parents to bring their
children regularly to Church from infancy, so
that their children will grow strong and well
as sons and daughters of the Living God, so
that they may come to know God’s great love
and mercy and so that each child born into
our community may know God and have
Life, Joy, and Peace, which comes from
Christ alone.
Please feel free to contact Fr Joseph Purpura with any
questions you may have.
FrJoseph@SaintGeorgeMontreal.org, 514-276-8533
ext 201
V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura
Saint George Orthodox Church
555 rue Jean-Talon Est
Montreal, QC H2R 1T8
All quotes come from the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese book of “Services of Initiation
into the Holy Orthodox-Catholic and Apostolic
Church,” The Antiochian Orthodox Institute,
LeVerne, CA, 2017

Getting Married
By Fr Justin Mitchell
Getting married is one of the most important decisions you will ever make. You have already
invested heavily in developing a relationship with your future spouse, and you both have made a
commitment to love one another forever. Now that you are engaged and planning to get married,
what is the best way to ensure that your new life together gets off to a great start?

For

Orthodox Christians it means being
married in the Orthodox Church, because
marriage is a sacred and holy institution
designed by God for salvation. The marriage
rite is itself a sacrament, which means it must
occur inside the Church, just like all the other
sacraments (e.g., Baptism, Confession, Holy
Communion). For an Orthodox Christian,
any wedding that occurs
outside of the Church
separates that person from the
sacraments of the Church.
So, as an Orthodox Christian,
the correct way to begin is by
celebrating your marriage in
an Orthodox Church. St.
George Orthodox Church of
Montreal would be pleased to
help you get started with your
wedding plans.
Please remember:

Your marriage is holy.

When

you choose to celebrate your
marriage with a religious ceremony in the
Orthodox Church you and your spouse are
acknowledging that your marriage is a holy
union blessed by God. God designed the
institution of marriage as a sacrament, which
means that it is for your personal spiritual
healing and salvation. Every marriage that is
celebrated at St. George is a miracle. During

the ceremony two people are transformed and
united together by God to have a oneness of
mind and body and, “…the two shall become
one flesh; so, then they are no longer two, but
one flesh” (Mark 10:8). At marriage, a new
family is created, a new home is established
on Earth. This is God’s doing and it is
marvelous in our eyes.

Your marriage is
lasting commitment.

a

A marriage celebrated at St.

George takes place before a
community of your family
and friends who witness this
sacred occasion. You are
also making a statement of
your faith in Jesus Christ,
and your belief in what an
Orthodox Christian marriage
can do for your life.
Marriage is a bond, not only between a man
and a woman, but also a covenant with Christ.
Inviting Christ into your marriage allows
Him the room to bless your new home and
family life for the rest of your life.

At St. George you will get the help you need

when you need it. Whether you are looking
for pastoral guidance or help with wedding
preparation, one call to St. George is all you
need to do! St. George offers pre-marital

group information sessions in addition to
private pastoral guidance meetings with the
priest and each couple. As your wedding date
draws closer, the priest will also meet with
you and your wedding party for a full
rehearsal to explain the meaning of the
ceremony and answer any questions you may
have. Our office administrator is ready to
assist you with planning all the details to
ensure you have the perfect day.

Love is eternal.

God is love, and His love is forever. The

love you have for one another on your
wedding day is only the beginning. When
you celebrate your marriage at St. George
you are connecting your family life to God
and His Church. You are asking for His
divine protection for your new family, and
you are building your marriage on the
strength of the entire St. George community.
God has built the Church to draw everyone
nearer to Him, including you and your new
family. Your decision to get married at
church is only the first step in building a
family life filled with love, peace, joy, and
happiness.
Curious about the meaning of the Orthodox
Marriage Rite?
Please see below for more information:
The Lighting of the Candles: the lighted
candles given to those being united in
marriage symbolize the light of Christ’s
presence and the purity that His presence
brings to all.

The Rings: Are the symbol of the betrothal.
They typify and eternal bond which cannot be
dissolved.
The Crowning: symbolize the glory and the
honor with which God crowns the bride and
groom during the sacrament.
The Common Cup: This “Cup of
Fellowship” signifies community of life; they
drink form the cup of life together.
The Circling in Procession: The husband
and wife are taking their very first steps as a
married couple. The way is symbolized by
the circle at the center of which are the
Gospel and the Cross.

For more information, please see “Building an
Orthodox Marriage” by Bishop John Abdalah and
Nicholas G. Mamey. All couples married at St.
George Orthodox Church of Montreal receive a
complimentary copy of this very practical guidebook.
In accordance with the guidelines of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America,
every individual who requests a Divine Service from
the Church must be a member in good standing prior
to marriage. Should you have any question or simply
need help, please call the Church office at (514) 2768533 ext. 200

A Family Guide in the event of a Loved One’s Death
By V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura
My dear parishioners of St. George Orthodox Church of Montreal,
In today’s modern world, humanity has access to so many luxuries and opportunities for
advancement that death seems to be a distant and inconvenient matter, one that isn’t discussed in
polite company. Often, death arrives unexpectedly, and for many it seems to come too soon.
This article serves as a guide for families to prepare for the death of a loved one and details the
practices which are in accordance with the tradition of our Orthodox Christian Church, who
views death as a sacred passage from this world to the Kingdom of Heaven.

It is with joy, not sadness, that there comes a

time in each of our lives when one moves
from this world to eternal life in the
Kingdom.
Our faith teaches that this
transition is a process, and there are many
prayers along this journey, not just before or
at death.
At the Time of Death and
as you Plan for a Funeral
First, please call the Church
upon the death of your loved
one, and the Church
Administrator will assist
you with planning the
funeral
arrangements
(service, burial, and wake)
Outside of regular business
hours (8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.),
please call the Church and
dial extension 200 to be
provided
with
the
emergency
contact
information for the clergy.
The Wake
The wake should be a quiet and respectful
time to express our sympathies to the family
of the deceased and as Orthodox Christians
we should be quiet and respectful to the
deceased and the bereaved family. This is a
time of prayer and careful thought upon the
sacredness of life. Please be sure the priest is
aware of the time and place of the wake so he

may come and serve the Memorial Service at
the funeral home, provided the body of the
deceased loved one is present.
The Funeral Service
Visitation hours may take place in the Church
prior to the start of the funeral with the times
being jointly arranged by the
family, the funeral home, and
the Church Office.
The
Orthodox Church has a set
funeral service which assumes
and expects that the body of
the deceased is present in the
temple at the time of the
service.
The Orthodox
funeral service is one of
prayers for the deceased and
asks God to receive this
person into His Heavenly
Kingdom. This is not the time
to add in our own personal
hopes, but rather it is a sacred
time to seek God’s mercy, His
love, His presence, His will, and His
compassion. The deceased loved one has left
this world and is entering God’s Kingdom –
this is the time to seek God and not the things
of this world.
Music at the Funeral Service
While it is not the Orthodox practice to have
a soloist and organ playing before and after
the Church service, the family may choose to

do so as long as the music selection meets
with the approval of the pastor. There are
proper Orthodox hymns which may be sung
as the body is processed in and out of the
Church, and it is these beautiful hymns which
are encouraged to be sung at the proper time
and not replaced with non-Orthodox
practices. This allows for the family to not
have to incur the additional expense of
having musicians.
The Eulogy
If the family wishes to eulogize the deceased
or to address those who have come to the
funeral, this is done either in the parish hall
before or following the funeral service, or
even more appropriately during the Mercy
Meal. If the wake is done in the funeral
home, the family is also able to eulogize the
deceased at the funeral home at a time of their
choosing.
The Burial of the Body
In the Orthodox Church, the body is seen as
sacred and specifically part of what makes us
human and created in God’s image and
likeness. The Church also teaches us that the
body of a deceased loved one must be treated
and cared for with great love, attention, and
respect. It is our faith’s practice that
following the funeral service, the body is
placed lovingly and with tears into the ground
or a crypt. The Church and its priests are only
permitted to perform funeral services with a
body present but are not permitted to perform
funeral services for those who choose to
cremate, aquamate, or otherwise alter the
body.
Commemoration of the Dead
The Church sets aside specific times of the
year for us to personally commemorate our
deceased loves ones with the Trisagion
Prayers for the Dead. These prayers are
typically said following a Divine Liturgy on
the third, ninth, and fortieth day after a loved

one’s passing, and on yearly anniversaries.
Families are encouraged to call the Church
office to arrange for these services.

There are special days outside of the above

when the whole parish is encouraged to
request commemoration by the Church of
those who have departed this life: Soul
Saturday of Meatfare week and the Saturday
before Pentecost. Remembering and praying
for our departed loved ones is always a good
thing, and you may call the Church office any
time of year to have them commemorated at
the Prothesis Service (during the preparation
of the bread and wine for Holy Communion
by the priest) and during the Great Entrance
of Divine Liturgy – not just at a memorial
service.
Remembering Family Members Who Are
Not Orthodox Christians:
The tradition of the Orthodox Church is that
Memorial Services are only celebrated for
Orthodox Christians. However, you may
commemorate all your loved ones during the
prayers of the Great Entrance during the
Divine Liturgy.

